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"According to a relative justification... basic social rights and other
guarantees are supposed to-secure the living conditions necessary for an equal
opportunity to utilize private liberties and political civil rights, both of
which are justified in absolute terms. This strategy of justification, which
gives priority to rights immediately granting private and public autonomy, is
directed against the effects of welfare paternalism. Citizens must be able to
make actual use of their rights for an autonomous conduct of life. Thus, their
material conditions of life must make it possible for them, and even

encourage them, to exercise their formally guaranteed powers."?
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